THE MAN I KNEW

Carlton Hotel to Captain Taylor of the Letitia (who was
our guest of honour), Sir Henry Thornton, General Arm-
strong (commanding Quebec district) and Mrs. Armstrong,
Mr. Dalrymple (assistant manager C.N.R.) and Mrs.
Dalrymple, and Colonel Gear (representative of Gunard
Line at Montreal) and Mrs. Gear. Douglas not being well
enough to attend, I was put in his place at the function.
Everyone was so kind and made my job very easy for me,
We had, however, great difficulty in persuading Captain
Taylor to make a speech, but when he at last got up he ,
made a capital one. Sir Henry Thornton and General
Armstrong also spoke. After the dinner we had a splendid
dance which lasted till 2.30 A.M. This was perhaps foolish
for we were leaving early next morning by train for
Ottawa.

We were received there on our arrival by Mr. Mackenzie
King, Prime Minister, supported by Mr. Macdonald,
Minister of Defence, Mr. 0'Connor, Minister of Justice,
and Mr. Balharrie, the Mayor. The tremendously enthusi-
astic welcome which we were given at Parliament Buildings
was rather marred by news we received about our son
Dawyck. He had just had an operation for appendicitis
but the cablegram gave us no details. However, a second
message assured us that the operation had been satisfactory,
but we were naturally both upset and would have liked to
know if it were of a simple or complicated nature.

We dined that night with General MacBrian and his
young wife, and we danced after dinner. Douglas had quite
recovered now and he too joined in the dancing.

The following day we attended the opening of the con-
ference in the Parliament Buildings, and conference meet-
ings occupied a lot of time during the next four days.
Luncheons, dinners and tea-parties were arranged, however,
by all sorts of societies and individuals for our entertain-
ment, and we were introduced to all present at these func-

306